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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strik e thro agk. The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1, 6, 10 and 12-16 and ADD claim 17 in accordance with the 
following: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An advertising method for distributing 
advertisements to user terminals on a network from an awareness device for managing user 
status, the advertising method comprising : 

storing as a user status-setting alternative a symbol representing an advertiser; 
accepting from a primary user a request to use the symbol as a self-status designation; 

and 

distributing to a user terminal used by a secondary user the symbol representing the 
primary user's statu s via the network . 

2. (ORIGINAL) An advertising method according to claim 1, wherein: 

the symbol use request is accepted on a Web Page provided by the advertiser; and 
the symbol is added to status-setting alternatives for a user requesting use of the symbol 
on the Web Page. 

3. (ORIGINAL) An advertising method according to claim 1 , wherein: 

a request to use the symbol is accepted from the secondary user receiving the symbol as 
the primary user's status; and 

the symbol is added to status-setting alternatives for the secondary user. 

4. (ORIGINAL) An advertising method according to claim 1, wherein: 

a request to use the symbol is accepted from the secondary user receiving the symbol as 
the primary user's status, and the symbol is added to status-setting alternatives for the 
secondary user; and 

the secondary user or advertiser is requested to pay a charge for using the symbol. 
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5. (ORIGINAL) An advertising method according to claim 1 , wherein: 

the symbol representing the advertiser is stored with privileges the advertiser provides; 

and 

when the request by the primary user to use the symbol as a self-status designation is 
accepted, the primary user is notified of privileges provided by the advertiser the designated 
symbol represents. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An advertising method according to claim 1 f 
wherein: 

user-status symbol designation is accepted through a Web Page for the advertiser 
wh e r e eR - the Web Page providing privileges ar e provid e d for users; 

setting the symbol as user status is reported from the user terminal or the advertise^ to 
the awareness device; and 

the symbol is set by the awareness device as the user status. 

7. (ORIGINAL) An advertising method according to claim 1, wherein: 
the advertiser's symbol is stored with a referral count for the symbol during 

predetermined period; and 

the advertiser is billed according to the referral count during the predetermined period. 

8. (ORIGINAL) An advertising method according to claim 1 , wherein: 
incentives are offered to the primary user according to a count of referrals by the 

secondary user to the symbol set as the primary user's status, or according to a copy count of 
times the symbol is added to status-setting alternatives for the secondary usen and 

coupons from advertisers are offered to users according to the referral count or to the 
copy count 

9. (ORIGINAL) An advertising method according to claim 1 , wherein: 
purchasing information representing user purchase of the advertiser's items or services 

when purchased at an outlet is sent to an outlet terminal; 

a predetermined process based on the purchasing information is performed at the outlet 
wherein the advertiser symbol and the user are reported from the user terminal or the outlet 
terminal to the awareness device; and 

on receiving the report the awareness device sets as the reported user's status the 



7 

PAGE 8/17* RCVD AT 6/2112004 8:12:49 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:llSPTO-EFXRF-2/2 * DNIS:7467239 ' CSID:+ * DURATION (mm-ss):M-22 



Jun-2J-04 08:12pm Frora-STAAS & HALSEY 



T-419 P. 009/017 F-505 



Serial No. 09/771,692 

symbol representing the reported advertiser. 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An advertising method according to claim 1, 
wherein: 

content operable or available for output on the user terminals is stored with a symbol 
representing the content in aw - at least one of the terminals on the network; 

tf - when a user selects any of the contents^ the symbol representing the content and the 
user is reported to the awareness server from the at least one network terminal: and 

the awareness device sets as the user's status the symbol representing the content 

11. (ORIGINAL) An advertising method according to claim 1, wherein: 

by storing the advertiser's symbol in a device installed in an outlet for the advertiser and 
wirelessly sending the symbol to a user terminal, the symbol of the advertiser is set as the user 
status when the user visits the outlet. 

1 2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium on which is 
recorded a program for an advertising method for distributing advertisements to user terminals 
on a network, the program being employed by an awareness device for managing user status, 
the program for ex e cuting s t eps^e f causing a computer to perform at least : 

/^-storing as a user status-setting alternative a symbol representing an advertiser, 
©^-accepting from a primary user a request to use the symbol as a self-status 
designation; and 

G^iistributing to a secondary user the symbol representing the primary user's status. 

1 3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An awareness server for managing user status, the 
awareness server communicatively connected to at least one user terminal via a network and 
comprising: 

storing means storing as a user status-setting alternative a symbol representing an 
advertiser; 

accepting means accepting from a primary user a request to use the symbol as a self- 
status designation; and 

distributing means distributing to the at least one user terminal used bv a secondary user 
the symbol representing the primary user's status via the network . 
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14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A user status setting method used for an 
awareness service accepting information on user status via a network and storing the 
information, accepting request by a user via a network and sef*4& - sending i nformation on 
another user, and enabling_a requested user status to be referred to by request, comprising: 

previously accepting a symbol including advertisement information from an advertiser as 
information for status setting of a user; 

GG l ootab ll y selectably p resenting a symbol including advertisement information provided 
by the above-mentioned advertiser as information on_a primary user status of a primary user 

setting a symbol including advertisement information selected by & ■ the p rimary user as a 
the primary user status; and 

presenting a - the_ symbol including advertisement information as the p rimary user's status 
information on a user terminajw hen a^status reference request of a-jhejDrimary user from a 
secondary user is accepted. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A word of mouth An advertising method using 
awareness services accepting and storing information on user status via a network, accepting a 
request of a user and sending information on other us e rs another user via a network, and 
enabling acquired user status to be referred to, where i n the method comprising: 

accepting at a first time_a symbol including advertisement information i c previously 
accoptod a s information for user status setting from an advertiser; 

selecting t he abov e- m eFrtiefted stored symbol io se l ected a nd set -settino the stored 
symbol as information of user status by direct i on or act of the user; and 

presenting t he obovo - montionod symbol including the obov e m e nt i on e d advertisement 
information te-pf osontcd on a user terminal t o the- a primary user requesting reference as status 
information set fortbe-ji_secondary user when a reference request of the s econdary user's 
status of - made bv t he primary user is accepted, 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Ar word of mouth An advertising method using 
awareness services accepting and storing information on user status via a network, accepting a 
request of a user and sending information on oth e r u se rs another user via a network, and 
enabling arequired user status to be referred to, whefew -the method comprising: 

accepting at a first time a symbol including advertisement information i o - pro *i ous i y 
acc e pt e d a nd stefe4 -storinq the symbol including the advertisement information a s an alternative 
of user status setting from an advertiser; 
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selecting the above ment i on e d symbol including the advertisement information provided 
by the advertiser is- gc l ootod and set -setting the symbol including the advertisement information 
as information on status of tftc - obove - m e nt i on e d j a primary user by directio n o r act of the primary 
user, 

presenting on a user terminal, w hen preference request of the obovo m e nt i on e d primary 
user is accepted from the-_a.se con d a ry user, a-the symbol including the advertisement 
information i s proco ftte^as status information set for the abovo montionod primary user; and 

setting byt he abovo mention e d secondary usersete-the presented symbol including the, 
advertisement information as a self status. 

17. (NEW) An awareness device for managing user status and distributing 
advertisements, the awareness device communicatively connected to at least on© user terminal 
on a network and comprising: 

a storage unit which stores a user status corresponding to a primary user and a 
destination list including information regarding a destination to which the user status is 
distributed; 

an update unit which receives an update of the user status via the network and updates 
the stored user status, the updated stored user status including a symbol representing an 
advertiser based on the received update; and 

a notification unit which notifies the destination when the stored user status is updated, 
wherein the at least one user terminal obtains the stored user status from the awareness 
device when the destination includes a secondary user of the at least one user terminal. 
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